
Every word parents say is 
like a penny in the bank of a 

child’s mind 
 

Dr. Dana Suskind 
University of Chicago 

30 Million Words Project 
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2,153 215,000 

 

11 million 
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Working 

Class Family 
Child 

1,251 125,000 6 million 26 million 

Welfare 
Family  
Child 

616 62,000 3 million 13 million 

Early Language Experiences 
Quantitative Differences 

 Hart & Risley (1995) 



 Language Experience Varies 

Hart & Risley, (1995) Meaningful Differences 



 
      Language Experience Varies 

 
 
Welfare: 5 affirmations                11 prohibitions 
 
Working Class: 

 
12 affirmations               7 prohibitions 
 

Professional: 32 affirmations               5 prohibitions 

Hart, B. & Risley, T.R. (1995). Meaningful Differences in 
the Everyday Experience of Young American Children. 
Baltimore: Paul H. Brookes. 



 Language Experience Matters 
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Children’s Emergent Literacy Skills as a 
function of teaching Literacy and Reading 

HighTeach High Read High Teach Low Read
Low Teach High Read Low Teach Low Read
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Emergent Literacy  Grade  1 Reading Grade 1 Reading Grade 3 

From Storybook Reading and Parent Teaching: Links to Language & Literacy Development  by Monique Senechal and Jo- Anne LeFevre 

Phonics is NOT enough.   

High Read 

Low Read 



Scarborough, 2002  
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